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This course was established with the intent of giving kids the opportunity to work with real movie film. Learning techniques of Super 8mm filmmaking grants a higher degree of understanding and creative control to a director than has become standard with the automation of video. Film demands a level of intellectual responsibility and technical comprehension that enables the filmmaker to create a very fine work of art, expression or documentation. 

Our objective in this course is to learn the finer and more difficult aspects of filmmaking. This will enable us to create more complicated and worthwhile movies. We will learn these techniques in three ways, lecture, discussion and production. During lectures we will explain methods of film elements such as camera operation and image composition. During discussions we will converse about applied uses of what we learned in lectures; often a film will be screened before or after a discussion. Finally, each student will write, direct, shoot and edit a short film to completion using what we have learned during the course. 


Week 1


Day 1


Introduction and discussion



-Our backgrounds in film



-Students’ backgrounds



-Goals for the class



Film screening (Demonstrating excellence in composition)


Lecture on image composition 



-Lenses: Wide angle, Normal, Telephoto, Zoom, focal length/depth of field



-Camera Position: long shot, medium shot, close-up



-Camera angles: low, mid, high, canted



-Camera Movement: pan/tilt, dolly/track, boom/crane


Disposable camera composition activity


Presentation and Discussion

Day 2


Film screening (Demonstrating techniques in editing)

Screening of students’ previous films or videos (if applicable)


Lecture on editing 



-Linear v. Non-linear



-Uses of editing: continuity, tempo, mood, focus



-Continuity editing: matched cut, eyeline cut,  shot-reverse-shot cut, 180 rule



-Non-Continuity editing: jump cuts, montage



-Transitions: dissolve, straight-cut, fade-in/out, iris, wipes


Disposable camera editing activity.


Presentation and Discussion.


Day 3


Film screening (Demonstrating excellence in lighting)


Lecture on lighting & camera operation 



Lighting



Three Point Lighting: Fill Light/Key Light/Back Light



Soft lighting v. hard lighting (low contrast v. high contrast, fall-off)



High Key v. Low Key



Realistic Lighting v. Pictorial Lighting



Color



Camera Operation



Film Stocks



Loading camera



Aperture/Light metering



Focus/Lens Adjustments



Speeds


Students work together to write a one-minute short film.


Students work together to shoot film.


 Day 4


Students work together to edit film.


Film presentation and discussion.


Students meet individually with Adam and Ben to discuss ideas for final movie.


Film screening (demonstrating usage of sound)


Lecture on Sound



Types of Sound: Dialogue, Effects, Ambient Noise, Music



Non-digetic Sound


Day 5


Lecture on Avant-Garde/Experimental Film

Screening

Groups are assigned and filming begins.

Weekend

Week 2


Day 6


Filming.


Day 7


Filming.


Day 8


Filming and editing.


Day 9


Editing.


Day 10


Editing.


Final screening and presentation.

